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THECB releases annual update on Closing the Gaps by 2015
showing Texas continues to make progress toward major goals
July 26, 2012 – Austin, Texas –Today, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
(THECB) released its annual progress report on Closing the Gaps by 2015—the state’s higher
education master plan. The data show that Texas has made significant gains in key areas
establishing a strong trajectory towards 2015 goals.
Launched in 2000, Closing the Gaps calls for significant improvements in four areas of higher
education designed to help Texas become more competitive with peer states: participation,
success, excellence, and research. The 2012 report illustrates eleven years of trends in each
of these areas. Highlights include:
 Since 2000, Texas has added more than 532,000 students—almost equivalent to the
total population of Wyoming.
 African American females are enrolled in higher education at the highest rate, relative
to their actual population, than any other gender or racial/ethnic group (8.7%).
 In 2011, Texas awarded 10,000 more postsecondary awards than in 2010.
 Texas’ community colleges and technical colleges continue to provide the backbone for
higher education, representing 49% of total enrollments, compared to 37% for
universities.
 Since 1999, total research expenditures at Texas’ colleges and universities have
increased by 158% in constant dollars.
However, challenges persist, particularly in areas previously identified as weaknesses leading
up to 2015.
 Participation rates for African American males and Hispanics
o While African American male enrollment increased by 6.9% over 2010 levels,
they continue to enroll directly from high school at rates much lower than African
American females.
o Enrollment for Hispanics has doubled since 2000, however Texas must average
50,000 new students each of the next four years to meet 2015 goals.
 Degree/Certificate completion among African Americans and Hispanics
o Undergraduate degrees and certificates awarded to African Americans increased
by 5.2% over 2010 levels, however the 6-year graduation and persistence rate
(a measure of how many students have completed a degree or are still enrolled
at the 6-year mark) for African Americans remains the lowest among all
racial/ethnic groups.
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o Hispanics are now on target for meeting the success goal for 2015, however the
6-year graduation and persistence rate lags that of Whites by almost 12
percentage points.
 Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) awards
o The 12% increase in undergraduate STEM degrees awarded in 2011 represented
the largest annual increase in such awards since Closing the Gaps was launched,
however Texas must award an additional 3,000 STEM degrees or certificates in
each of the next four years to meet the 2015 goal.
Relevant data about Closing the Gaps can be found on a special data dashboard found at
www.txhighereddata.org/ctgdashboard. The online dashboard provides interactive access to
the most recent data and trends relative to 2015 goals.
Additionally, in May the THECB released its annual Texas Public Higher Education Almanac
which includes more than 40 of the most relevant data on demographics, student success,
tuition, and finances for each of the state’s public universities and community colleges. The
report also includes state and national comparisons on key measures and special topic pages
on issues such as student success, transfer, and higher education finances.
Resources:
2012 Texas Public Higher Education Almanac
Closing the Gaps Background
Accelerated Plan for Closing the Gaps by 2015
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