SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS
AGENDA ITEM VIII-J
Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Board relating to a
request from American University of the Caribbean for a Certificate of Authority to offer
courses in Texas leading to a medical degree
RECOMMENDATION:
Authorize the issuance of a Certificate of Authority to the American University of the
Caribbean (AUC) contingent upon AUC meeting the following requirements:
1) AUC will offer no more than 20 clerkships in Texas;
2) Students selected for clerkships must have graduated from a Texas high school;
3) AUC students selected for clerkships in Texas must have received a score on the
USMLE Step 1 that is at least the average USMLE Step 1 score of students
attending medical school in Texas during the previous annual testing period;
4) AUC clerkships will not displace 3rd and 4th year clinical rotation students from
medical schools located in Texas, and will not provide payment or benefits to
hospitals in excess of that provided by Texas medical schools;
5) AUC will work exclusively with nationally accredited, Accreditation Council on
Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) or American Osteopathic Association (AOA),
residency programs to establish clerkships;
6) AUC will give primary consideration to locations in underserved areas of the state;
7) AUC will work with its accrediting body, the Accreditation Commission on Colleges
of Medicine, to seek international recognition as an accrediting agency through
the World Federation for Medical Education prior to the expiration of the fourth
Certificate of Authority, if the board approves such sequential certificates, and will
make substantial efforts toward that accreditation during each approved period of
a Certificate of Authority; and
8) Prior to the placement of any AUC students in Texas 3rd or 4th year rotations, AUC
will present a placement plan detailing the location, rotation type, length of
rotation, faculty and their credentials, and proposed payment for each individual
rotation along with Coordinating Board staff-approved documentation that these
rotations are not displacing Texas medical students. The plan will be made
available for review by representatives of Texas medical schools. The Texas
medical schools may provide documentation of any rotations which they feel
displaces a Texas medical student based on the conditions stated in 1)-7) above.
Coordinating Board staff and a nationally-recognized expert consultant will review
the plan and institutional comments and make a final approval of the rotation
numbers and placements.
Once AUC has agreed in writing to the eight items listed above, the institution may begin to
plan for the establishment of clerkship opportunities.
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Background Information:
The American University of the Caribbean (AUC) seeks approval for a Certificate of
Authority to offer courses leading to a first professional degree in medicine. In January 1978,
the institution was chartered by the Government of Montserrat to operate on the island of
Montserrat. After a volcanic eruption destroyed the campus in Plymouth, Montserrat in July
1995, AUC relocated to St. Maarten, Netherlands Antilles and incorporated in 1999 as the
American University of the Caribbean, N.V.
The mission of AUC is “to provide qualified students of diverse backgrounds with an
excellent medical education within an atmosphere of academic integrity and scholarship that
fosters the highest standards in professional ethics and competence.” The school indicates
that it is “dedicated to developing physicians with a lifelong commitment to patient care,
centered research, public health and community service.” AUC plans to offer clerkships,
which are required during years three and four of the medical program, to students at Texas
medical schools and hospitals under signed affiliation agreements.
An on-site evaluation was conducted at the American University of the Caribbean on
June 27-28, 2011, by two external consultants: Dr. Frank Simon, Senior Scholar, Foundation
for Advancement of International Medical Education and Research, and Dr. Barry Linger,
Senior Dean for Medical Education and Faculty Development, Florida Atlantic University. On
August 3, 2011, AUC was acquired by DeVry Inc., a publicly–traded company based in
Downers Grove, Illinois. The Coordinating Board was officially notified of the change of
ownership on September 6, 2011, and senior officials from DeVry Inc. assured the staff that
AUC would continue to operate as a stand-alone entity separate from DeVry’s other colleges
and universities. Since the site visit was completed in June 2011 and the CEO/COO was
replaced as a result of the change of ownership, staff requested written notification of any
changes in certain standards, such as governance, distinction of roles, and financial
resources and stability. The additional information was provided to the Coordinating Board
on October 26, 2011.
At its November 14, 2011, meeting, the Coordinating Board’s Certification Advisory
Council reviewed the evaluation team’s report, AUC’s response to the evaluation report, and
the additional material provided by DeVry Inc. The Certification Advisory Council
recommended approval.
The Board’s Strategic Policy and Planning (SPP) Committee discussed, but did not
vote, on this agenda item at the December 13, 2011, meeting. AUC’s representatives
requested that the item not be considered by the Board during the January 26, 2012,
meeting in order to prepare additional information for the Board to consider.
The Board’s SPP committee postponed consideration of the item on March 20, 2012,
until the April Board meeting pending the outcome of a work group appointed by the Board
to discuss the AUC application. The work group included Commissioner Raymund Paredes;
Bruce Kaplan, DO, Chief Academic Officer/Executive Dean, AUC/ DeVry Medical International,
Inc.; and representatives of Texas’s 9 medical schools, and a representative from the Texas
Medical Association. The work group met on April 10, 2012, to discuss concerns relating to
AUC’s application from the Texas medical schools. Commissioner Paredes will report to the
Board on the next steps.
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