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THE DEVELOPMENT OF EFFECTIVE 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

I. Why do we need Student Learning Outcomes? 

II. Where do SLO’s Fit in the institutional academic 
assessment planning scheme? 

III. What are Student Learning Outcomes,(SLOs). 

IV. Characteristics of SLO’s. 

V. Example SLO’s 

VI. Resources   

 



Student Learning Outcomes 
(SLO’s) 

Statements that specify what students  

will know, be able to do, or be able to 
demonstrate when they have completed or 

participated in a 
program/activity/course/project. 

 



Why Learning Outcomes are Important 

ÅCommunicate expectations 

ÅProvide a template for course design 

ÅGuide choice of appropriate assessments 

ÅMatch teaching strategies to stated outcomes 

ÅAssess the impact of instruction 

ÅCommunicate graduates’ skills 

ÅProvide benchmarks 



Types of Learning Outcomes 

ÅCourse outcomes - knowledge, skills, and 
values/attitudes that students are expected to 
acquire in a particular course.  

 

ÅProgram outcomes - knowledge, skills, and 
values/attitudes that graduates or completers 
of programs are expected to know and be able 
to do and are framed in terms of the program 
as a whole, not in terms of individual courses. 

 

 



Categories of Outcomes 

ÅKnowledge outcomes - major or discipline 
content and modes of inquiry.   
 
ÅSkills outcomes - those required for effective 

practice in the discipline or in future employment 
and can include critical thinking, problem solving, 
and quantitative literacy.  
 
ÅAttitudes - areas such as students' openness to 

new ideas, acceptance of diversity, or 
commitment to life-long learning. 



Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational 
Objectives 




















