TEXAS Grant Priority Model
 Today, only a portion of eligible students receive awards due to limited funding. With no state
criteria for prioritizing these awards, decisions are often random and arbitrary. In FY 08/09, more
than 6,400 of the best prepared, needy students did not receive a TEXAS Grant.
 The Priority Model reflects reform measures adopted by the Legislature to promote college and
career readiness in high school. The Priority Model realigns the program with these adopted reforms
and encourages needy students to become college-ready.
 Business as usual is not an option. With limited funding, the Priority Model puts grants in the hands
of needy students who are twice as likely to graduate as their peers. Doing so rewards students’
academic achievement in high school, while also improving the state’s return on investment.

Proposal Summary
The TEXAS Grant Priority Model reforms the state’s largest financial aid program to reward financially
needy high school students whose academic preparation has made them well-prepared to complete their
degrees. The proposal applies only to universities.
Priority model students must have an Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
of $4,000 or less (Estimated family income of $45,000 and below) and achieve
standards in any 2 of the 4 categories listed below.
Myth: Low-income students will not meet these
standards and will receive fewer grants.
Fact: 70% of low-income TEXAS grant-eligible
students already meet the priority criteria. The
distribution of grants by ethnicity and income
under the Priority Model is consistent with most
recent 5-year history of current model.
Myth: Some institutions will lose TEXAS Grants
funding under this model.
Fact: Allocation methodology to institutions will
not change due to priority status of students.
The categories were developed using extensive
data analysis and stakeholder feedback.

The TEXAS Grant program was established in 1999 to provide assistance to academically
prepared high school graduates with financial need to pursue a higher education.
Investment: Over $1.4 Billion • Recipients: More than 275,000
For more information, visit http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/THECB Recommendations_82nd Legislature, or
contact Lizette.Montiel@thecb.state.tx.us/512-427-6124

