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An adjustment is needed on the state's rules for allocating funds from the Towards
Excellence, Access and Success Grant known as the TEXAS Grants.
The money available for the TEXAS Grants programs must remain available to the lowincome students the funds were originally intended to help, but students who have
made an effort to prepare themselves for college should be given priority.
Under current rules, the money available through the TEXAS Grants program,
established by the Legislature in 1999 to help low-income students pay for higher
education, is available on a first-come, first-served basis to students meeting
income guidelines.
If there was enough money for all students who meet the income criteria to receive aid,
the program would not have a problem.
Sadly, only about 65 percent of eligible students receive Texas Grants. At the University
of Texas at Austin only 53 percent of student eligible for the funding get it.
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board Commissioner Raymund Paredes would like
to require students to meet two of four criteria in order to qualify for the
education funds.
Paredes is recommending that criteria include taking more rigorous high school classes,
finishing in the top third of their graduating class, maintaining a B average and pass or
exempt the Texas Success Initiative exam used to determine college readiness.
State lawmakers are proposing various versions of legislation requiring some sort of
academic benchmark for accessing the funding.
In a state with a high number of economically disadvantaged students and a low
college graduation rate, it makes sense to invest the limited funding on those who have
demonstrated they are ready to do the work.
Texas is doing a great job of providing access to higher education across the state. The
focus now must be on ensuring that those who do make it onto campus complete
a degree.

