Texas in comparison to national data
Data from the National Beginning Postsecondary Study demonstrates that only 10.3% of 1995‐1996
beginning postsecondary students who started at 2‐year institutions had attained a bachelor’s degree six years
later in 20011. In comparison, Texas’ statewide 6‐year baccalaureate rate was 13.1%2 for the Fall 1995
community and technical college cohort of first‐time entering undergraduates and 15.9%3 for the Fall 1999
entering cohort. However, it is worth noting that Texas only considers students who are enrolled for 12 or more
semester credit hours in their calculations, whereas the Beginning Postsecondary Student Study makes no such
stipulations. Therefore direct comparisons between state and national data may be misleading.
The rates of transfer and percentages of students earning baccalaureate degrees may be skewed according
to which definition of transfer is used4. Definitions used to distinguish the “potential” transfer student pool
range from the least restrictive including all beginning community college students to the most restrictive
considering only those pursuing an academic major and taking courses towards a bachelor’s degree, as well as
several other descriptions between these two extremes. For example, when considering only students who
began at 2‐year institutions with the intention of obtaining a bachelor’s degree, the national 6‐year
baccalaureate attainment rate was 22.9%, more than double the figure calculated by including all beginning
postsecondary students at community colleges1. From a policy standpoint, this may necessitate coding entering
postsecondary students at community colleges according to ultimate degree goals and redefining 6‐year
baccalaureate attainment rates to include a separate measure of success rates for students intending bachelor’s
completion.
Though the overall transfer success rates for students beginning in Texas community colleges is consistent
with available national estimates, there are still relatively large discrepancies in transfer success rates between
white students and those from under‐represented minorities. For example, for the 1995 community college
entering cohort, the statewide 6‐year baccalaureate attainment rate for white students was 16.7%, but only
5.5% and 7.7% for black and Hispanic students respectively2. Four years later, for the 1999 community college
entering cohort, the baccalaureate attainment rate for white students was at 20.3%, but still only 7.9% and 9.6%
for black and Hispanic students respectively3.
For both the entering cohorts of 1995 and 1999, approximately 73% of all baccalaureate degrees awarded to
students who began at community colleges went to white students despite their representing only 57% of the
total community college entering cohort enrollment2,3. Conversely, only 3.9% of the baccalaureate degrees
awarded to students beginning in a community college in 1995 went to black students, despite their
representing 9.4% of the entering cohort. These figures are 16.9% and 28.7% respectively for 1995 entering
Hispanic students. For the community college entering cohort of 1999, black students earned 5.3% percent of
the baccalaureate degrees awarded within six years, despite their making up 10.6% of the cohort. Hispanic
students made up 27.5% of the 1999 entering community college cohort, but earned only 16.7% of the
baccalaureate degrees awarded within six years.
From the perspective of state universities, higher numbers of female students are transferring from
community colleges to four‐year institutions. The ratio of female to male enrolling transfer students is
approximately 56:44 in 2000 and increases 57:43 in 2002 and 2003. The difference between male and female
success rate heightens this discrepancy. For the years 2000, 2002, and 2003 approximately 60% or more of the
baccalaureate degrees awarded to community college transfer students went to women.

There are also large regional differences across the state in baccalaureate attainment rate of community
college students, with higher rates in Hill Country and Prairies & Lakes colleges than in Big Bend Country or the
South Texas Plains.
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