In this week's issue: Read the latest news; learn more about
some new committees; and find out which Texan was honored as
U.S. Professor of the Year!
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Higher Ed in the News

Voters Approve Proposition 3

Demand for Jobs that Require High School
Diploma Declines
November 15, 2011
Education Week
For all the talk of the value of a college degree,
there are decent jobs for those with just a high
school diploma. The problem is there are not
enough of those jobs to go around, according to
a report released yesterday by the Georgetown
University Center on Education and the
Workforce.

Texas voters approved seven constitutional
amendments on the general election ballot last
Tuesday including Proposition 3, which
authorizes the THECB to issue general
obligation bonds to finance student loans.
Proposition 3 will expand access to the
state’s Hinson-Hazlewood College Access Loan
Program, which has provided fixed rate, lowinterest loans to more than 340,000 Texas
students since 1965. Because the bonds are
repaid via student payments on their outstanding
loans, the THECB bonds do not count toward
the state debt and do not require tax dollars to
repay or administer.
The passage of Proposition 3 comes at a
time when demand for affordable student loans
is clear. Last year, 61% of Texas college
students required some form of financial aid, and
more than half of that aid came in the form of
student loans -- $4.3 billion worth in the 2009-10
academic year.
Additional information about the election
results can be found on the Secretary of State’s
website at www.sos.state.tx.us.

Public University Leaders Plan for More Hard
Times Ahead
November 14, 2011
Chronicle of Higher Education
At a gathering here of leaders of public and landgrant universities, the talk is of navigating the
"new normal."
Latino Student Success: A Key Driver on the
Road to Goal 2025
November 7, 2011
Lumina Foundation
The San Antonio Education Partnership (SAEP)
will partner with four leading school districts, the
community college district, the major public
university, the business community, and
significant community-based and grassroots
organizations.
7 Community Colleges Open an Online Doorway
to Better Grades and Graduation Rates
November 6, 201
Chronicle of Higher Education
There are two things Clint McElroy knows about
community-college students: A huge number of
them don't stay in school. And many of them—
who are often the first in their families to go to
college, and who must juggle work and

_________________________
House Interim Charges
Released
House Speaker Joe Straus has released the
interim committee charges for the Texas House
of Representatives. The charges and
subsequent recommendations made by the
committees will direct the work of the House for
the next 11 months and will provide the basis for
legislation that will be considered when the
legislature convenes again in 2013.
Charges related to higher education include

parenting—don't understand how to balance all
those demands while studying at the college
level.

_________________________
THECB Creates Advisory
Committee on Developmental
Education
One of the greatest challenges facing higher
education since the launch of Closing the Gaps
by 2015 has been improving the academic
preparedness of students enrolling in Texas
higher education. Statewide, 41 percent of
students enrolled in Texas public higher
education required some form of developmental
education in fall 2010. The 82nd Texas
Legislature, Regular Session, recognized the
need for improving developmental education
delivery through the passage of HB 1244, HB
3468, and SB 162. In order to implement this
legislation Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board (THECB) staff have developed the
Developmental Education Advisory
Committee (DEAC) to engage institutional
faculty and staff. The DEAC is charged with
advising THECB staff on key developmental
education reform designed to improve
acceleration and ultimately, student success in
college, career, and life.

_________________________
New Council Dedicated to
Developing a Culture of
Continuous Improvement
The THECB has formed a Council for
Continuous Improvement and Innovation
(Council) which is charged with developing a
culture of continous improvement in Texas
higher education and a higher education system
that is internationally competitive.
Chaired by THECB Chariman Fred W.
Heldenfels IV, the Council convened their first
meeting on November 8, 2011, to estabilsh
goals and expectations. The Council will host
quarterly meetings in 2012 to organize a
framework for approaching the statewide 2030
strategic plan and develop a culture dedicated to
the continuous improvement of educational
outcomes and all those components necessary
for Texas to be internationally competitive. The
Council will review and recommend processes to
increase efficiency and effectiveness across all

the review of institutional research funding, the
review of potential improvements to transfer
pathways, and the evaluation the state’s adult
basic education programs.
A full list of the interim charges can be found
here.

_________________________
2011 Star Award Winners
Announced
Six exemplary higher education programs
received the Texas Higher Education Star Award
from the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board at an award ceremony held last week.
The Award, established in 2001, recognizes
exceptional contributions toward one or more of
the goals of the Texas higher education plan,
Closing the Gaps by 2015.
This year’s Star Award recipients are:










Houston Community College System –
In-House Online Tutoring Program
IDEA Public Schools – IDEA Public
Schools
The University of Texas at
Brownsville/Texas Southmost College –
(STING) Students Together, Involving,
Networking, and Guiding Success
Initiative Peer Mentoring Program
The University of Texas at Dallas –
Gateways to Excellence in Math &
Science (GEMS) – Peer-Led Team
Learning
The University of Texas Medical
Branch – Integrated Medical Curriculum
Uplift Education – Uplift Education

Read more about the Star Awards here.

_________________________
Texan Honored as
U.S. Professor of the Year
Kathryn C. Wetzel of Amarillo College was
honored earlier this week as one of four U.S.
Professors of the Year by the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching
and the Council for Advancement and Support of
Education. The honor is the nation’s most
prestigious teaching award and is awarded to
educators for excellence in undergraduate
teaching and mentoring.

higher education activities, including
programmatic areas aimed to increase student
success.
For a list of Council membership click here.

_________________________

Ms. Wetzel is department chair of
mathematics, sciences, and engineering at
Amarillo, and has taught there for 25 years.
More information on the award and this
year’s recipients can be found here.

_________________________

Resources:






Texas Legislature Online
THECB Higher Education
Appropriations
Closing the Gaps by 2015
Lumina Regional Meetings
Making Opportunity Affordable: A
Student-Centered Approach through
the Lumina Foundation

_________________________

Coordinating Board Upcoming
Meetings/Events
Name
Strategic
Planning
Committee
Meeting
Closing the Gaps
Committee
Meeting

Date/Time

Location

12/13/11
10:00 AM

Board
Room

12/14/11
10:00 AM

Board
Room

_________________________
In December 2009, Lumina Foundation for Education awarded
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board a Making
Opportunity Affordable (MOA) Grant worth $1.8 million over
four years. The purpose of the grant is to identify strategies
and reach consensus on solutions that best use limited
resources and advance student success. To learn more about
the Lumina Tuning Texas project please visit:
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/TuningTexas

_________________________
Contact Us:
THECB
Office of External Relations
(512) 427-6101
er@thecb.state.tx.us
To subscribe to our newsletter or to receive other THECB
reports and notices, please visit the THECB Higher
Education News and Notices webpage.

_________________________

