Sent on behalf of MacGregor M. Stephenson, Assistant Commissioner for Academic Affairs and
Research, Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board

To:

Chief Instructional Officers, Texas Public Community Colleges, Technical Colleges, and
Lamar State Colleges

RE:

New Edition of the Lower-Division Academic Course Guide Manual (ACGM) Now
Available

Date: February 7, 2012
Coordinating Board (CB) staff have updated the Academic Course Guide Manual (ACGM) for
2012. This new Spring 2012 edition is now available at the “Transfer Policies and Resources”
section of the CB web site at http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/ACGM_Manual
The 2012 edition of the ACGM includes the results of the 2011 Learning Outcomes project, with
updated course descriptions and new learning outcomes for selected courses in Mathematics,
English Composition, English Literature, Government, History, and Economics. A new
developmental course, Integrated Reading and Writing, is also now available. A summary of the
changes made in this new edition is given on pages 8 and 9 of the ACGM.
Please note that one of the decisions made as a result of the Learning Outcomes project was to
begin phasing out GOVT 2301 and 2302, American Government I and II. These courses are one
of two government/political science sequences that are commonly used to fulfill the legislative
requirement of 6 semester credit hours of coursework that cover the federal and state
constitutions. GOVT 2301 and 2302 will be deleted from the ACGM by Fall 2013 and will no
longer be available for state funding for community and technical colleges after that date. Public
community and technical colleges should begin to change from offering GOVT 2301 and 2302 to
offering the other sequence, GOVT 2305 and 2306, over the course of the next two years.
Please be ready to work with your university transfer partners as you make this transition.
Articulation agreements and student advising may need to be modified in order to address the
change.
If you have any questions or comments regarding the ACGM, please provide them to Dr.
Catherine Parsoneault, Senior Program Director, at Catherine.Parsoneault@thecb.state.tx.us.

