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(ACGM)
Date: January 7, 2010
The Coordinating Board (CB) seeks your input on the inclusion of specific learning objectives for
courses in the Academic Course Guide Manual (ACGM). The CB has an ongoing commitment to
student transfer and seeks to develop initiatives that allow students to begin programs of study
at their local community colleges and then transfer to a four-year institution to complete their
degree. For this to happen, the transfer process needs to be efficient and accessible, with
student preparation that is consistent among institutions. One way to improve consistency is to
add learning objectives to the courses in the ACGM.
The first CB project to utilize ACGM learning objectives is the Voluntary Mechanical Engineering
Transfer Compact. With support from the Lumina Foundation for Education and the assistance
of an advisory committee (the Mechanical Engineering Articulated Transfer Curriculum
Committee), the CB sought to develop a voluntary transfer curriculum for mechanical
engineering as a statewide pilot. In the process of identifying lower-division courses that could
serve as the foundation for a mechanical engineering program, the committee agreed on 17
courses that students should take in their first two years of college to be prepared to transfer
and be successful in upper-division courses. The committee recommended revised course
descriptions and identified minimum learning objectives for each course to ensure commonality
across institutions and to facilitate transfer and applicability to the major. The ACGM Advisory
Committee approved the revised course descriptions at its November 20, 2009 meeting and
recommended a public comment period during which institutions would review and comment on
the draft learning objectives for each of those courses.
The learning objectives for each course have already been reviewed and revised based on
feedback obtained from faculty in chemistry, physics, mathematics, and engineering at the
institutions represented on the Mechanical Engineering Articulated Transfer Curriculum
Committee (17 universities and 7 community colleges). The CB seeks your input on these
specific learning objectives.
Please keep in mind that although we are asking for input on learning outcomes associated with
courses within the Mechanical Engineering field, the course descriptions and learning outcomes
are not limited to those students enrolled in a mechanical engineering program. Any student
enrolling in Calculus I, for example, regardless of major, will be expected to leave that course
having met the learning objectives for Calculus I.
You will find the revised course descriptions and the draft student learning objectives for each
course on the following website:
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/mechanicalengineeringtransfercompact

You will also find the revised course descriptions and draft learning objectives on a new web
page created by CB staff to disseminate information relating to the activities of the ACGM
Advisory Committee. This new page is found in the AAR section of the Coordinating Board
website, in the “Academic Programs” department area, under the heading “Advisory
Committees.” The URL is:
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/acgmannouncements
This web page will be used to list the important actions either taken or considered by the ACGM
Advisory Committee during their most recent meeting, as well as provide an archive of meeting
agendas and minutes. In particular, we hope that higher education personnel involved in
curricula will review items posted for public comment and provide feedback to the Academic
Affairs and Research Division (AAR) staff that work with the ACGM. Staff will then provide that
feedback to the ACGM Advisory Committee to help guide their deliberations.
Please provide your comments to Linda McDonough, Program Director, at
linda.mcdonough@thecb.state.tx.us by February 1, 2010. CB staff will compile the comments
and refer them to the ACGM Advisory Committee for consideration at its next meeting in spring
2010.
If your institution would like to become a member of the Voluntary Mechanical Engineering
Transfer Compact, please contact Dr. Mary Smith, Assistant Deputy Commissioner, at
mary.smith@thecb.state.tx.us.

