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Texas A&M International University (TAMIU), a member of The Texas A&M University
System, prepares students for leadership roles in an increasingly complex, culturally diverse
state, national, and global society. TAMIU provides a learning environment built on a solid
academic foundation in the arts and sciences. The University offers a range of baccalaureate
and master’s programs and the Doctor of Philosophy degree in International Business
Administration. In addition, the University pursues a progressive agenda for global study and
understanding across all disciplines.
Through instruction, faculty and student research, and public service, Texas A&M
International improves the quality of life for citizens of the border region, the state of Texas, and
national and international communities.
HISTORY
Texas A&M International University was founded as Texas A&I University at Laredo and
was created by the 61st Session of the Texas Legislature, under House Bill 607, as a Center of
Texas A&I University at Kingsville. The enabling act called special attention to the necessity of
providing work leading to baccalaureate degrees in teacher education and business
administration. Organized under the upper-level concept, the center offered only junior and
senior level courses. Legislative intent required that the Center work in close cooperation with
Laredo Junior College (now Laredo Community College), which was already providing a general
academic program at the freshman and sophomore level, as well as community programs in the
area of Continuing Education. Classroom, library and administrative space were provided by
the junior college through a lease arrangement between the two institutions that enabled them
to share a 196-acre campus.
The Board of Directors, acting through the President of Texas A&I University, issued a
statement of policy and procedure to govern the functioning of Texas A&I University at Laredo
from its opening in 1970. In keeping with the statement, initial programs included Bachelor of
Science degrees in Secondary Education and in Elementary Education, and the Bachelor of
Business Administration degree. In 1972 the Texas A&I University System was formed with
Texas A&I University at Laredo as a member. At this time, the university became a free
standing, degree-granting institution. In addition, the Bachelor of Arts degree was made
available in limited major fields. A survey conducted in Fall 1972 indicated a substantial
demand for graduate work. In response to the demand, authorization was requested and
received, in 1973, from the 63rd Legislature under Senate Bill 106, to initiate a graduate
program at Texas A&I University at Laredo.
On September 1, 1977, the Texas Legislature recognized the special character of the
university, and the System, when it changed their names to Laredo State University and the
University System of South Texas.
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The classification “Center” was removed from the enabling legislation in 1987 under
Senate Bill 658 of the 70th Legislative Session. Then on September 1, 1989, the university
became a part of The Texas A&M University System. In 1989, the 71st Legislative Session
authorized the creation of a Graduate School of International Trade at Laredo State University.
This program was implemented in 1990.
The 73rd Legislative Session enacted Senate Bill 6, which was signed into law on
May 27, 1993. This legislation provided for the downward expansion of the university to
four-year status in the Fall 1995 and authorized program expansion to include doctoral level
programs. Senate Bill 6 also authorized the development of joint degree programs with
Mexican and Canadian institutions of higher education. In addition, S.B. 6 changed the
university’s name to Texas A&M International University, effective September 1, 1993,
confirming the action of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System.
Role of the University
Texas A&M International University is located along the U.S.-Mexico border in Laredo,
Texas. In the recent past, this geographical area has received intense interest because of rapid
industrial expansion, and the increased level of commerce between the two nations and the rest
of the international community.
More trade flows through the Customs District of Laredo than through the other Customs
Districts of Southern California, Arizona, New Mexico and West Texas, combined. This
accelerated economic activity is creating an unprecedented growth in population.
Texas A&M International University serves a rapidly growing multicultural community of
approximately 200,000.
These changes mark the beginning of a new era in this area of the state – the transition
from an economy dominated by the labor of hands to an economy that requires a wide range of
academic and technical skills. This shift in the economic forces and the underlying educational
needs of the border region give Texas A&M International University a dynamic mission and a
determination to be on the cutting edge of education, in an era of increased global competition.
The future emphasis of the university will expand the institution’s historically international
mission. All university programs and courses strive to extend this global awareness.
The international emphasis of the university, and its accompanying cooperative
programs with universities worldwide, will provide all students with the unique opportunity to
develop a global perspective in their chosen area of specialization and also in their role in
society at large.
In addition, the opportunity to study and learn in a campus setting that will have state of
the art telecommunications and technology provides students with the skills to meet the
changing needs of the 21st century. The processes by which students acquire the desired
knowledge must also provide them with the intellectual information and skills required to make
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thoughtful use of the ideas they develop, given the continuing explosion of knowledge. As an
agent of change, the university must facilitate the development of students’ capacities to
analyze specific and abstract relationships that they will internalize and apply within their
immediate societal and global contexts.
The result of the educational experiences at Texas A&M International University should
be reflected in the ability of the students to observe features of the world in which they live, and
to apply specific and abstract measures of quality to their observations. These experiences
should prepare the students to make critical judgments that benefit society and are based on
fully realized and deeply held personal values. It is anticipated that these competencies will
equip students with the skills and attitudes that will prepare them to live a productive and
satisfying life in the 21st century.
Scope of the University
Since its downward expansion in 1995 to a four-year status institution offering lower
division courses, Texas A&M International University has organized into three colleges and one
school. These units are the College of Arts and Sciences, the College of Business
Administration, the College of Education and the Canseco School of Nursing.
The scope of the university will continue to expand over the next decade with the
completion of the new campus and increased facilities. These additional program offerings will
provide the growing student population with skills and competencies to meet the demands of the
21st century from a global perspective.

