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The Coordinating Board is guided by the Texas higher education plan, Closing the Gaps by 2015, to close the
educational gaps in student participation, student success, institutional excellence, and research.

Texas Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (T-STEM) Challenge Scholarship
Program
The Texas Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (T-STEM) Challenge Scholarship Program
was established by House Bill 2910, passed during the 82nd Texas Legislature, Regular Session.
The T-STEM program is funded through a grant provided to the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board from the Texas Guaranteed Student Loan Corporation. The T-STEM program
will provide grant awards to qualified and selected Texas public community and technical colleges
beginning in 2012.
The Coordinating Board published a Request for Applications for eligible public community and
technical colleges to apply for a grant under the program. The deadline for qualifying
community and technical colleges and systems to apply is April 30, 2012. Grants awarded
under the T-STEM program will allow colleges to provide merit-based scholarships to qualified,
high-achieving full-time students pursuing careers in STEM and related fields. Student eligibility is
based on grade point average and successful completion of courses that lead to degrees and
careers in specified STEM fields. Selected institutions must develop partnership(s) with business
and industry to identify local employment needs in T-STEM occupations and develop part-time
employment opportunities for T-STEM scholarship recipients. For more info, please visit:
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/TSTEM.
Stacey Silverman, Director, Workforce, Research and Grants Programs

FY 2012-2013 Comprehensive Student Success Program Awardees Announced
Eight institutions were recently announced as FY 2012-2013 Comprehensive Student Success
Program (CSSP) awardees. The CSSP is a part of the THECB College Access Challenge Grant
(CACG), funded by the United States Department of Education, which supports institutions in
identifying entry-level courses with high rates of non-completion and using data to design and
implement systems for early alert and successful intervention. Austin Community College, Houston
Community College, North Central Texas College, and University of Houston-Downtown will
continue second-year implementation of CSSP activities initially piloted in April 2011. Twenty-four
institutions competed for CSSP pilot funding in the second year of this CACG-funded program.
Applications were selected for funding based on a rigorous review process. As a result of funding
limitations, many excellent programs could not be funded.
Four institutions were selected as first-year CSSP pilot projects, including Texas A&M UniversityCommerce, Texas Woman’s University, University of Houston, and The University of Texas-Pan
American. CSSP activities are already underway, with pilot projects beginning to serve students in
summer 2012. Rigorously crafted student support interventions, enhanced faculty and staff training
focusing on student persistence and success, and continued refinement of early alert systems will
continue through August 2013.
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Changes Made to Texas Higher Education Star Award Categories for 2011
The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board welcomes nominations by June 1 for the 2012 Texas Higher Education Star
Award, with subsequent applications due by July 6. Star Awards will be presented at the 2012 Texas Higher Education
Leadership Conference/State of Higher Education Luncheon, which is scheduled to be held at the DoubleTree by Hilton Austin
(6505 IH-35 N) on October 4. For 2012, the following revisions to the guidelines have been made:

1.
2.
3.

4.

Increasing from two to three years the length of time for a program, project, activity, group, organization, or partnership to
have been in operation.
Retaining only those categories that are specifically related to the goals of Closing the Gaps in higher education and
eliminating the two new categories for the Star Award that were added in 2011, cost efficiency and teaching excellence, given
the very low number of applications received in these categories for 2011.
Allocating a higher scoring weight during review to applicants that demonstrate a particularly efficient cost/benefit ratio per
student for purposes of being replicable.
Eliminating the individual award category due to the challenges of comparing the contributions of single persons with the
contributions of multiple persons involved in programs, projects, and activities; THECB staff will be developing an award
specifically for individuals to be identified at the Commissioner’s and Board’s recommendation.

Thus, for 2012, Star Award applicants will be considered in the following categories:
1. Programs, projects, and activities at Texas institutions of higher education;
2. Groups and organizations in Texas (such as those that help promote a college-going culture); and
3. Partnerships (among higher education institutions, public/private schools/districts, businesses, or the community).
More detailed information regarding this year's awards competition will be forthcoming on the Coordinating Board's Star Award
website located at: www.thecb.state.tx.us/StarAward/. This website also links to lists of all finalists and winners from previous
years.
Mary E. Smith, Assistant Deputy Commissioner for Academic Planning and Policy

Emergency and Trauma Care Education Partnership Program (ETEP)
The Emergency and Trauma Care Education Partnership Program (ETEP) was established by passage of Senate Bill 7 during the
82nd Texas Legislature, First Called Session. Funding of $4.5 million will support the program in FY 2012 and 2013. The program
will provide funding support for partnerships of emergency medicine and trauma care residency programs and fellowships and
hospitals to increase training opportunities in these medical-specialty areas. The program will provide similar support for
partnerships of graduate nursing programs and hospitals to increase the education and training experiences in emergency and
trauma care for registered nurses pursuing graduate training.

Funding to support the program is provided through a Department of State Health Services designated fund, Trauma and
Emergency Medical Services Account. The Coordinating Board and the Department of State Health Services entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding that allowed the transfer of funds to the Coordinating Board. The Coordinating Board published
rules to administer the program and issued a Request for Applications (RFA). Seventeen eligible applications were received, and
staff are currently evaluating the applications for funding. Following the evaluation of the RFAs, staff will make a recommendation
to the Commissioner of selected applicants to be funded. The Commissioner will make the final funding decision and submit it to
the Coordinating Board for final approval. For additional information, please visit: http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/ETEP.
Stacey Silverman, Director, Workforce, Research and Grants Programs

Teacher Quality Grants Program Continue Teacher Support
The purpose of the federally funded Teacher Quality Grants Program is to provide long-term professional development to improve
the content knowledge and instructional skills of in-service math and science teachers in high-need schools. Faculty at 28 public
and independent higher education institutions plan intensive summer sessions with an academic year focus on implementing highyield instructional strategies. The projects will work with approximately 1,000 teachers over the next year. Project directors met
near Austin from April 4-5, 2012, to refine their project plans and discuss their project goals. Dr. Edward Burger, Distinguished
Professor of Mathematics and Gaudino Scholar at Williams College in Massachusetts, shared information with directors on how to
help teachers identify and focus on the “big ideas” in their disciplines. His interactive presentation was entitled “Crafting Creative
Thinkers” and focused on the use of inquiry-based instructional approaches that inspire students to think creatively. Dr. Jeff
Marshall, Associate Professor, Science Education at Clemson University, discussed the teacher observation protocol selected for
use in the standardized project evaluation, and how directors might use data collected to adapt their sessions to better meet
teacher needs. Directors led two sessions on supporting teachers with effective and engaging use of iPads in their classrooms.
Elizabeth Powers, Director, Teacher Quality Grants Program
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Amarillo College Professor Kathryn C. Wetzel Recognized for Excellence
At its quarterly meeting on April 25, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board recognized for teaching excellence Kathryn C.
Wetzel, Ph.D., Department Chair and Professor of Mathematics and Engineering at Amarillo College. Dr. Wetzel was one of the
four national winners of the Council for the Advancement and Support of Education’s (CASE) 2011 U.S. Professors of the Year.
The program, launched in 1981, salutes the most outstanding undergraduate instructors in the country—those who excel in
teaching and positively influence the lives and careers of students. Sponsored by CASE and the Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching, it is the only national program to recognize excellence in undergraduate teaching and mentoring. All
undergraduate teachers in the United States, of any academic rank at any type of undergraduate institution, are eligible for the
award. Entries are judged by top U.S. educators and other active participants in education. The awards focus attention on
excellence in undergraduate teaching and provide models to which others can aspire.
In addition to her recognition as the 2011 U.S. Professor of the Year in the category of Outstanding Community Colleges
Professor, Dr. Wetzel has received multiple other awards for her superb teaching skills, including recognition as a Minnie Stevens
Piper Professor in 2007. Ten such awards are made annually to professors for superior teaching at the college level. Begun in
1958, the roster of Piper Professors includes outstanding professors from two- and four-year colleges and universities in the State
of Texas, both public and private.
Mary E. Smith, Assistant Deputy Commissioner for Academic Planning and Policy

Council for Continuous Improvement and Innovation in Texas Higher Education Holds its Third Meeting
The Council for Continuous Improvement and Innovation in Texas Higher Education (CCII) held its third quarterly meeting on
April 24, 2012, at the Coordinating Board’s offices in Austin. Distinguished presenters and discussion leaders at this meeting were
Andreas Schleicher, Deputy Director for Education and Special Advisor on Education Policy to the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development’s (OECD) Secretary-General; Larry Faulkner, President Emeritus, The University of Texas at Austin;
and George Grainger, Director of Research and Planning and a Senior Grant Officer, Houston Endowment. Also presenting at this
meeting were Susan Brown, Assistant Commissioner, Planning and Accountability, THECB; and Lee Holcombe, Director, Higher
Education Policy Institute.
Andreas Schleicher presented international higher education statistics and data from the OECD, and also took questions from
Council members regarding international benchmarking and the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) test.
Larry Faulkner and George Grainger led the Council in discussion of a simple ratio called “the number,” which tracks eighth-grade
cohorts to measure the six-year post-secondary graduation rate. Susan Brown and Lee Holcombe provided information on
measures of success and the proposed student learning compact, which the Council will be further considering in upcoming
meetings. For more information, please visit: http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/ContinuousImprovement.
Mary E. Smith, Assistant Deputy Commissioner for Academic Planning and Policy

2011 Tuning Oversight Council for Engineering and Science Considers Faculty Feedback on Final Draft
Tuning Deliverables
On April 27, with grant support from Lumina Foundation for Education, the Coordinating Board (CB) will host the final face-to-face
meeting of the 2011 Tuning Oversight Council for Engineering and Science (2011 TOCES), which is comprised of 42 engineering
faculty members and 4 engineering student members from across Texas representing 30 higher education institutions. The 2011
TOCES consists of four voluntary advisory committees: (1) Biomedical Engineering, (2) Chemical Engineering, (3) Biology, and (4)
Chemistry, each of which has been working to (A) tune the these four disciplines; and (B) align lower-division courses among
two- and four-year institutions to more fully and efficiently use the community college pathway to baccalaureate degrees in these
fields.
Through faculty surveys distributed electronically in March to 2,930 university and community college faculty members teaching
courses in these four disciplines, CB staff gathered feedback from across Texas on the final draft work of the 2011 TOCES and its
respective Tuning committees. The committees were provided survey results at their final meeting and are currently considering
this input from their faculty colleagues prior to finalizing their “Tuning deliverables” for the Coordinating Board. Once they are
finalized, these documents will be provided to Lumina Foundation for Education in partial fulfillment of grant requirements; they
will also be shared nationwide as part of Lumina’s “Tuning USA” initiative. The finalized Tuning and lower-division course-level
alignment work of the 2011 TOCES is expected to be posted on this site by the end of June. For more information about this
project, please visit: www.thecb.state.tx.us/TuningTexas.
Mary E. Smith, Assistant Deputy Commissioner for Academic Planning and Policy
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The 2012 Tuning Oversight Council for Mathematics, Business, and Computer/Management Information
Systems will apply the “Tuning” and course-level alignment processes to additional disciplines
On February 24, with grant support from Lumina Foundation for Education, the Coordinating Board hosted the first meeting of
the 2012 Tuning Oversight Council for Mathematics, Business, and Computer/Management Information Systems (2012
TOCMBI), the voluntary faculty advisory council that will assist the Coordinating Board in continuing to use the “Tuning” process
to facilitate the preparedness and transfer of students from two-year to four-year institutions in high-need and high-demand
disciplines. The 2012 TOCMBI will consist of four voluntary faculty advisory committees: (1) Mathematics, (2) Business, (3)
Computer and Information Sciences, and (4) Management Information Systems.
The 2012 TOCMBI is comprised of 45 faculty members and 2 student members representing 37 institutions. Each of these four
committees has been meeting virtually since the initial face-to-face meeting on February 24; their second face-to-face meeting
will be held in Austin on June 15. For additional information, please visit: www.thecb.state.tx.us/TuningTexas.
Mary E. Smith, Assistant Deputy Commissioner for Academic Planning and Policy
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